
Proverbs, Wisdom for _______________ Living 

The theme of the book is _______________, mentioned 104 times.

_______________, the writer of Proverbs, sought wisdom from God - 
I Kings 3:5-12, 1 Kings 4:30-34

Proverbs is like a bag of ______________ that are carefully examined 
in small groups, or one by one.  

Each proverb is like an _______________ of truth, having much 
meaning below the surface. 

OUTLINE of Proverbs?  Or not?

Generally, the first third or so has the overarching idea of the 
importance of _____________, while the latter two thirds are 
collections of various proverbs with many subject matters that apply 
said wisdom, arranged together in short passages.

________________ is important as you can group together the 
proverbs with the ones around it many times - Example:  
Proverbs 30:18-20 (The Pearls are grouped Purposefully!)

Proverb Structure:

There are three kinds of “structures” that each proverb can be.  (There 
are a few exceptions as well) 

The ________________ Proverb -  two things are shown in opposing 
manner to bring to light the point.
Ex: Proverbs 17:22, Proverbs 19:12, Proverbs 15:19

The __________________ Proverb.”  In this proverb, the second 
half agrees and compliments the first part, adding a bit of truth or 
conclusion to the matter.
Ex: Proverbs 16:3, Proverbs 16:7, Proverbs 18:24, Proverbs 16:21

The ___________________ proverb -  Truth given by a comparison.
Ex: Proverbs 15:17, Proverbs 16:32, Proverbs 27:5

The Best Approach to Proverbs:

Proverbs 2:1-5

__________________ - We need to approach this book, as we 
would approach any other book of the Bible, with a teachable heart.  
If we are not willing to receive instruction, it is not helpful or profitable.  
Proverbs 1:1-7 

______________ -  Psalm 119:11 - To hide God’s word by way of 
memorizing carries with it the idea of meditation - simply put, 
concentrated thinking on a particular passage or verse.  
Joshua 1:8, Psalm 1:2

________________ thine ear - The focus here is a careful 
reading of the Scriptures.  Take the time, slow down, focus on what is 
being said.  Some of the proverbs will seem to us like something of a 
riddle - it will take carefulness to understand!  Incline thine ear!
Psalm 49:3-4

___________________ -  It goes without saying, but the truth 
must be applied very practically in our daily lives.  What good is it if 
we do all the work to understand the truth and then neglect to 
implement it into our lives?  None!  
James 1:22

___________ and ___________ - It is going to take work - but 
it will be rewarding!

_________________ - “understand the fear of the Lord, and 
find the knowledge of God.”

Strategy:
• Read a portion of Proverbs
• Find a “pearl” or a “group of pearls”
• Identify and consider the structure (contrasting, complimentary, 

comparative)
• Meditate / Compare Scripture
• Apply the Truth!
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Proverbs and Isaiah 20 

Isaiah 20 is the continuation of Isaiah 19, the Burden of Egypt. 

Isaiah is a very short chapter.  It takes place when Tartan was the 
general of the Assyrian Army.  He is mentioned in 2 Kings 18:17.

Ashdod was a city in the northern kingdom of the ten tribes.  Assyria 
takes this city and then starts to send ambassadors, which threaten 
Israel and try to pursued them to surrender.

II Kings 18: Rabshakeh’s threats, Surrender (vs 23) or die.  Isaiah 20 
takes place during the times of these events.

Isaiah becomes a walking “____________” to the nation of Israel.
His message:  Do not align yourselves with Egypt, they are headed 
for destruction!!

Verse Correlations:
Isaiah 20:4 - Proverbs 7:24-27
Isaiah 20:5 - Proverbs 10:28, 11:7, 11:2
Isaiah 20:6 - Proverbs 29:25
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