Esther - The Book of

Ch. 1:1 Ahasuerus - Who was he? He was !

Time frame - He reigned from 485 BC - 465 BC.

The book is a true story that happened to those Jews who
return to Jerusalem but rather stayed behind in Persia.

In this story, Israel is re-established as a people by the persecution
from their enemies and preserved through God’s

Outline of Esther -

1. ch. 1-5

2. ch. 6-10

Chapter 1 - Vashti disposed for refusing to comply with Xerxes vile
request. (vs 1-3, 10-12, 19)

Chapter 2 - Esther becomes queen - it’s a beauty contest. (vs 1-4,
7-10 didn’t reveal her Jewish heritage, 15-20)
Significant Event - vs 21-23 Mordecai served the king

Chapter 3 - Haman Plots to Destroy Israel (1-6 Mordecai’s Character

and Haman’s plot, vs 7-15 Xerxes quick compliance with Haman)
Chapter 4 - Mordecai’s Plea to Esther - (Key verses 13-17)
Chapter 5 - Esther’s Invitation, Haman’s Gallows for Mordecai

Chapter 6 - God’s Intervention - The sleepless night of Xerxes,
Mordecai is Honored

Chapter 7 - Esther’s Banquet - Haman hanged

Chapter 8 - The King’s orders reversed

Chapter 9 - The Jews Slay their Enemies along with Haman’s 10
sons

Chapter 10 - Mordecai Exalted in the Kingdom

Esther conveys to us the idea of

Why is Esther the last of the historical books when chronologically it
took place midway through Ezra? Because God is leaving Israel with
the promise of preservation - even until our time.

Romans 11:25-29
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