The Book of Ezra

THE PANORAMIC STUDY OF THE BIBLE
THROUGH THE BOOK OF ISAIAH

Ezra, The Book of the Remnant

The first three verses of the book of Ezra give us the main theme of
the book. Ezra 1:1-3

After the Babylonian captivity (70 years) concludes, Cyrus proclaims
Israel’s right to to Jerusalem and

the Temple.

As the verses state, this was prophesied well before it happened. In
fact, the captivity, return, and Cyrus’s proclamation were all
prophesied before Cyrus was ever born.

Jeremiah 25:11-12
Jeremiah 29:10
Isaiah 44:26-28
Isaiah 45:1-4

Ezra then is the fulfillment of that prophesy. The remnant of
Israel would return to Jerusalem. There are three important
occurrences in the book:

1. The of the Remnant
2. The of the Temple
3. The of the Nation of Israel

A Two-Part Return -

The book of Ezra is neatly divided into two parts, each recording the
return of a remnant to Jerusalem. The first part of the remnant to

return were led by in the first year of Cyrus
back to Jerusalem, all covered in the first 6 chapters of Ezra. During
this return the Temple was rebuilt.

The second part of the remnant to return were led by
during the reign of Artaxerxes, almost 80 years
later, and that history is covered in chapters 7-10.

While Zerubbabel led the first return and rebuilt the Temple, Ezra’s
leadership focused on the Reforming or Re-separating of the Nation
of Israel.

See Chart for Timeline and Outline of Ezra
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